
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

INTRODUCTION: 
 
Before Paul could finish teaching “Christianity 101” to the new followers of Jesus in Thessalonica he was 
forced to leave the city because of the rioting. Possibly because he had not finished the teaching or 
because new circumstances had occurred after Paul left, the Christians in Thessalonica had some 
uncertainty over a few things, for example, What happens to Christians when they die? Will they ‘miss 
out’ on experiencing a resurrection? And, Will we ever see each other again? 

 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 
 
1. In your home country, what are some of the traditional and culturally appropriate ways to respond 
when a person dies? 
 
2. In your owns words, describe what happens to a Christian when they die. What can the dead in Christ 
look forward to? What is Paul saying in 1 Corinthians 15 which adds to or “fills out” what has been said 
in 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 
 
3. 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 declares that Jesus is coming again and that there will be a resurrection. For 
those who have died in Christ and those who are alive in Christ when he returns there will also be a 
reunion. What does it mean to you personally to know that you will be reunited with those who have 
died in Christ 
 
4. How do Jesus' empty tomb and the indwelling of the Holy Spirit (Romans 8:11) give assurance to the 
Christian that he/she is correct to believe that a resurrection awaits all those who put their trust in Jesus. 

 
NEXT UP 
  
World famous cosmologist and Cambridge professor Stephen Hawking said, “Heaven is a fairy tale for 
people who are afraid of the dark” to which John Lennox, world famous Oxford mathematics professor 
responded, “Atheism is a fair tale for people who are afraid of the light” - Your reaction? 
 
DIFFERENCE MAKER 
 
“Because I live you will live also” - Jesus in John 14:19 


