INTRODUCTION:
It is an accepted view within the New Testament that followers of Jesus will suffer as he suffered. In fact
Jesus said to his disciples as they left their last supper together, “In this world you will have trouble, but
take courage, I have overcome the world” John 16:22

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
1. Paul talked about “suffering at the hands of his own people” and noted that the Christians from
Thessalonica were experiencing troubles from their neighbors Who in your life has had a difficult time
accepting that you are a Christian?
2. “Being prepared to suffer for being a Christian isn’t the same thing as wanting to suffer for being a
Christian” – How do you distinguish the difference?
3. When have you experienced trouble because you were giving the gospel to someone? Describe a
time in your life that you experienced “spiritual harassment” from the enemy of your soul?
4. When experiencing troubles for being a Christ follower, Paul writes we should: Rejoice always! Pray
continually! And Give thanks in all circumstances! Which of these speaks loudest to you today?
5. Jesus said, in John 16:22, “In this world you will have trouble, but take courage, I have overcome the
world”. What does this promise from Jesus mean to you?

NEXT UP
Happiness is an emotion which rides on the waves of our circumstances. Joy comes from the life giving
presence of the Spirit in our lives, it is the evidence or the fruit of our life in the Spirit.

DIFFERENCE MAKER
And we boast in the hope of the glory of God. 3 Not only so, but we also glory in our sufferings, because
we know that suffering produces perseverance; 4 perseverance, character; and character, hope. 5 And
hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured out into our hearts through the
Holy Spirit, who has been given to us. Romans 5:2b-5

