INTRODUCTION:
The Christians in Thessalonica were upset because they thought they had missed the second coming of
Jesus which was to happen on something called, the Day of the Lord. Their mentor and “father in the
faith” assured them that not only had they not missed it but there would also be a sign prior to the
coming of Jesus which would alert them.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
1. What does it mean to you that things in our world could be much worse but something or someone is
holding back the “much worse”? How does 2 Thessalonians 2:5-8 inform your view?
2. In the last days before the second coming of Jesus there will be a great rebellion against God, against
the character and nature of God as He is revealed in the world today. At the center of this rebellion will
be an individual called the “man of lawlessness.” Apart from this information not much is said. As Paul
wrote, “Don’t you remember that when I was with you I used to tell you these things? And now you
know what is holding him back…” They knew but we do not. How does this make you feel? What can we
say “for sure” about the restrainer and the man of lawlessness from 2 Thessalonians 2?
3. Paul prays and give thanks for their saving experience with God. They were called by the Father,
loved by the Son and saved by the Spirit. In the Bible, people were often asked to give or serve out of
their knowledge of God, a knowledge that was gained by trusting Him. How has what you have learned
from trusting God prepared you to help others?
4. In order to not be alarmed or shaken by the things going on around us, we are to “stand firm and
hold fast to the teaching we have received.” What is one thing you were taught as a new Christian that is
serving you well during this time of COVID-19?

NEXT UP
There is a lot that we can already know about the last days of this empire before the fullness of the reign
of Jesus is revealed. Then again, we have a lot of questions that are unanswered because we have not
been told. Be patient. Let’s wait and see.

DIFFERENCE MAKER
“May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and by his grace gave us eternal
encouragement and good hope, encourage your hearts and strengthen you in every good deed and
word.” – 2 Thessalonians 2:16-17

